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Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Herring is the recipient of 

a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the 
University of Illinois-Chicago and a Masters of 
Arts degree in Communications and Training 
from Governors State University. Mrs. Herring 
is married to Mr. Chester Herring, a Certified 
Public Accountant. They have one daughter, 
Ms. Chevonne Herring who is also a Certified 
Public Accountant and member of Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. 

Mrs. Herring lives by the mantra, uttered by 
Harriet Tubman, ‘‘Every great dream begins 
with a dreamer. Always remember, you have 
within you the strength, the patience, and the 
passion to reach for the stars to change the 
world.’’ Mrs. Herring’s passion and impact on 
society are immense. She has cultivated a rich 
legacy as a woman that is fair, dedicated, 
business oriented, and honors the importance 
of the power of kindness and sisterly support. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
achievements of International Grand Basileus 
Bonita M. Herring. Her commitment to Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. and indeed this na-
tion is commendable. I am privileged to enter 
these words into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
of the United States House of Representa-
tives. 
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HONORING THOMAS R. GIVENS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Thomas R. 
Givens. Thomas is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1261, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Thomas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Thomas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Thomas has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in com-
mending Thomas R. Givens for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF JAMES P. PAPAGEORGE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Mr. James P. Papageorge on the occa-
sion of his retirement from the Navy after 
more than 30 years of service as a Submarine 
Officer and civilian employee. Mr. Papageorge 
is a resident of Ashburn, Virginia, and has 
been a Department of the Navy civilian em-
ployee since 1985. His prior active-duty Navy 
experience includes service as a nuclear- 
trained machinist’s mate and as a submarine 
strategic weapons officer. 

Since 2007, Mr. Papageorge has served as 
the Deputy Program Manager for In-Service 
Aircraft Carriers (PMS 312) at the Program 
Executive Office for Aircraft Carriers in the 
Naval Sea Systems Command. As Deputy 
Program Manager, he was the lead civilian 
manager for our nation’s 10 active nuclear 
powered aircraft carriers and the deactivation 
of the nation’s first nuclear powered aircraft 
carrier, USS Enterprise. He was the lead civil-
ian supervising more than 65 personnel in 
Washington and 130 more at the Carrier Plan-
ning Activity in Newport News, Virginia, man-
aging more than $12 billion in aircraft carrier 
related contracts. 

Mr. Papageorge received electrical engi-
neering degrees from Norwalk State Technical 
College in 1978 and from the University of 
Missouri in 1981. In 1993, he received a Mas-
ter of Engineering Administration Degree from 
Virginia Tech, and in 1999 he received a Mas-
ter of Science Degree in National Resource 
Strategy from the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces. Mr. Papageorge is an acquisi-
tion professional, certified to Level III in the 
Program Management and Systems Planning, 
Research, Development and Engineering ca-
reer fields. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in thanking Mr. Papageorge for his tre-
mendous service to his country and in wishing 
him all the best upon his retirement. 
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HONORING ALEX W. LEWIS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Alex W. Lewis. 
Alex is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 1261, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Alex has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Alex has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Alex 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in com-
mending Alex W. Lewis for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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HONORING WILLIAM G. 
BATCHELDER 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the life and achievements of the Hon-
orable William G. Batchelder, Speaker of the 
Ohio House of Representatives, on the occa-
sion of his retirement from the Ohio House of 
Representatives. 

Speaker Batchelder has served his commu-
nity and state as an elected representative in 

excess of forty years, and has helped lead 
Ohio through tumultuous times into recovery 
and growth. In 1967 after graduating from The 
Ohio State University College of Law, he 
began serving the needs of his community as 
an attorney while also teaching law to future 
generations of litigators. He established a 
record of success in public service, earning 
the voters’ confidence for more than thirty 
years as a member of the General Assembly 
and six years on the Ohio 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. Ever sensitive to the call of public 
service, Speaker Batchelder returned to the 
state capital in 2007 and ultimately took on the 
role of leading the people’s house of the great 
state of Ohio. 

I am extremely proud to play a small role in 
recognizing the life and accomplishments of 
such a uniquely dedicated public servant. I 
was honored to serve with Speaker Batchelder 
for six years in the Ohio House. He gives gen-
erously to his community through his time and 
diligent work. He has taken incredible leader-
ship roles in advocating for seniors, farmers, 
public servants, conservation, and veterans. 
He continues to serve with organizations that 
meet the needs of folks ranging from children 
with dyslexia to adults with Alzheimer’s. 
Throughout, Speaker Batchelder has utilized 
coalition building and bipartisanship to meet 
the needs of Ohioans in common sense ways. 
He has earned the public’s trust, and deserves 
our recognition here today. 

On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 12th 
Congressional District, I thank Speaker 
Batchelder for service to our state. I offer my 
most sincere congratulations on his accom-
plishments and wish him well as he embarks 
on his next great ventures. 
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2014 COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
WEEK 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, community 
foundations epitomize the philanthropic culture 
of the United States. Established in 1989, 
Community Foundation Week takes place 
from November 12–18th annually and honors 
the tremendous contributions of community 
foundations across our country. They hold a 
unique place in American society and provide 
hope and opportunity to millions of Americans. 
One hundred years ago, the world’s first com-
munity foundation was established in Cleve-
land, Ohio. Since then more than 700 commu-
nity foundations have been created in America 
inspiring millions of Americans to give back to 
this great country with their time, talent and 
treasure. Today, I would like to recognize the 
work of Indiana’s community foundations that 
operate under the definitions supported by the 
National Standards for Community Founda-
tions. Indiana is blessed to have a community 
foundation in every county, including 10 in my 
district: Unity Foundation of LaPorte County; 
Starke County Community Foundation; Com-
munity Foundation of St. Joseph County; Elk-
hart County Community Foundation; Kos-
ciusko County Community Foundation; Mar-
shall County Community Foundation; Pulaski 
County Community Foundation; Fulton County 
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